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Be strong and courageous……for the Lord your God is with you


Wednesday 04 March 2026
Headteacher’s Newsletter No 8
Dear Parents/Carers
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It is hard to believe that we are already in March - this term is certainly moving quickly. The children have continued to approach their learning with enthusiasm and determination, and it has been a busy and purposeful few weeks in school. I have been delighted to see their positive attitudes and the progress they are making, and I am confident this will continue as we move further into the spring term.
Before moving on to other news, I would like to share the following with our school community.

In memory of Rebecca Jones 

It is with sadness that we share the news of the death of Rebecca Jones who was part of the High Wycombe C of E School community for many years, including five years as Assistant Headteacher before leaving in 2019.
Rebecca was a dedicated educator who made a significant contribution to our school community. She worked tirelessly for the children in her care and her commitment to education will be remembered. We remember her contribution with gratitude, and our thoughts are with her family and friends at this difficult time. 
Funeral details: 
Thursday 12/03/2026 at 2.15pm, Milton Chapel, Chilterns Crematorium followed by a gathering at High Wycombe Cricket Club, London Road, HP11 1DE


The family has extended an open invitation to anyone who wishes to attend to pay their respects.
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Lent 

During the period of Lent, as a whole school, we try to give something back, not give something up. Taking time to reflect on the difference generosity can make in our own lives, as well as the lives of others, contributes to the spiritual, moral and character development of pupils. 


Lent Assembly Timetable

This year we are focusing on one of our Courageous Advocacy Projects each week and one-year group will ask the rest of the school to support that project as directed by the Project's class teacher. 

Our theme is still Generosity and giving back to our community as we prepare to celebrate Easter

· Week 1 (23 Feb) - Year 6 – River Wye
· Week 2 (2 March) - Year 5 – Refugees.
· Week 3 (9 March) - Year 4 – Trees, trees ,trees
· Week 4 (16 March) - Year 1 and 2 – Food Waste and Save the Bees
· Week 5 (23 March) - Year 3 - Cost of Living Crisis . Eat the Rainbow.
Easter

The story of Easter and preparation for Easter will be covered in Clergy Assemblies and responded to in Class Collective Worship on Wednesdays. We will then all gather at All Saints Church to take part in our Easter Assembly.

Headteacher Recruitment Update
Our recruitment process for a new Headteacher is progressing well. The Governing Body will be shortlisting candidates on 4 March, with interviews taking place on 13 March. As a church school, we would really value your prayers over the coming weeks - for wisdom during shortlisting, for a smooth and discerning interview process, and for the right candidate to be clearly revealed. We will continue to keep parents updated as soon as we are able to share more information.
With every blessing,

Holly Robertshaw, Chair of Governors
Miss Plume - Year 1 Class teacher

At the end of this term, we will be saying goodbye to Miss Plume, who has been a valued member of staff since September 2019.

During her time at High Wycombe C of E School, she has mainly taught in Key Stage 1, spending the majority of her years in Year 1 and Year 2, as well as teaching in Year 3 and briefly in Reception. She has supported many children at an important stage in their early education.

Alongside her classroom teaching, Miss Plume has led Science and Humanities across the school and has also stepped into the roles of EYFS Lead and KS1 Lead when required. We are grateful for the commitment and professionalism she has shown in these roles.

We thank Miss Plume for her contribution to our school over the past six years and wish her well in her next role.

Christian Value for Living and Behaviour for Learning
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Christian Values for Living

This half term, our focus is on Forgiveness.   
What is Forgiveness?

Forgiveness means choosing to let go of anger or hurt when someone has done something wrong. It does not mean pretending it didn’t happen, but it does mean giving someone the chance to make things right and move forward positively.

Forgiveness in the Bible

The Bible teaches us that forgiveness is central to how we live and grow together:

‘If you forgive others for the wrong things they have done, then your Father in heaven will forgive you.’

(Matthew 6: 14)

‘We should learn to forgive.’ (Ephesians 4.32)

This reminds us that just as God forgives us, we are called to forgive others.

What Does Forgiveness Look Like?

Forgiveness helps us to:

· Say sorry and mean it
· Accept apologies and move on
· Let go of grudges
· Show understanding when others make mistakes
· Choose peace over conflict

Living with Forgiveness

This half term, we will encourage the children to reflect on how forgiveness helps us build strong, healthy relationships. By learning to forgive - and to ask for forgiveness - we create a school community where everyone feels valued, supported and able to make a fresh start.

Behaviours for Learning 

Our Behaviour for Learning is: Resilience and our Vision Character is: Bounce Back Badger
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Bounce Back Badger reminds us to keep going, even when learning feels challenging. He encourages us to try again, learn from our mistakes, and stay positive when things don’t go to plan. Bounce Back Badger helps us to be brave, determined and confident, knowing that every setback is an opportunity to grow stronger and wiser.
World Book Day – Thursday 05 March 
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We are excited to celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 5th March. There is a whole-school focus on the wonderful story 'The Café at the Edge of the Woods!' Throughout the day, children will enjoy fun and engaging reading and writing activities inspired by this delightful book. Ask your child all about the chef Rene and her helpful waiter Glumfoot!

Classes will be buddying up to share quality reading time and complete activities together, giving everyone the chance to work collaboratively and celebrate a love of reading. We will also come together for a fun-filled assembly to admire everyone’s fantastic costumes and share in the joy of books.

There will even be special “Drop Everything and Read” moments during the day, where the whole school will pause to enjoy a good book!

We can’t wait to see the fantastic paper plate creations, and each child will be bringing home their World Book Day voucher to spend on a book of their choice.

It’s sure to be a magical day full of stories, creativity and imagination!

Parents Evening - Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th March
Parents Evening is due to take place at school on Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th March You have already received your invite. Unfortunately, there was a technical issue with the Juniper Website booking system and we apologise if this affected your booking. All parents impacted by this have been contacted and we thank you for your understanding.   If you have any queries, please contact the office.  
Parking in Playground and Pedestrian Safety

I would like to remind all adults and children that there are some safety rules in place to ensure that all members of our community stay safe. Please ensure that:

· You follow the footprints and walk around the perimeter of the playground to avoid any cars parking. Do not cut across the playground.

· You only enter on foot via the pedestrian gate. Do not come in through the large side gates – vehicle access only.

· Children should not cycle or scooter in Loakes Road. 

· Unauthorised vehicles should not park at the front of school – these spaces are available by prior arrangement only and not for late arrivals once the playground gate is closed – blue badge holders for disabled parking are an exception.
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We Are Recruiting: Site Manager (Part-Time)
We are looking to appoint a proactive and reliable Site Manager to join our team from March 2026.

This is a part-time, term-time only role (20 hours per week, 39 weeks per year), with flexibility in how the hours are worked. The role involves overseeing the day-to-day management of the school site, including maintenance, security and health and safety.

Closing date: Open until filled (early application encouraged).

High Wycombe Church of England School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. All appointments are subject to enhanced DBS and reference checks.

Interested?
If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please visit our website for full details and an application form, or contact the school office.

A few date reminders
	· Thursday 5 March
	World Book Day

	· Thursday 5 March
	Year R Games Afternoon 1.30pm

	· Friday 6 March
	Year 1 Class Assembly 2.45pm

	· Monday 9 March
	Parents Evening 4pm to 7pm

	· Tuesday 10 March
	Parents Evening 4pm to 6.30pm

	· Tuesday 10 March
	Year 1 Trip to Wycombe Museum

	· Wednesday 11 March
	Year 6 Trip to Lincolnsfield Centre

	· Tuesday 17 March
	Prom Praise

	· Friday 20 March
	Year 3 Trip to Living Rainforest

	· Monday 23 March
	Phonics Screening Workshop 2.30pm

	· Wednesday 25 March
	Friends School Disco

	· Thursday 26 March
	Easter Service at All Saints Church 2pm

	· Friday 27 March
	Friends Easter Egg Hunt

	· Friday 27 March
	End of Term. School closes 1.30pm.

	· Monday 13 April 
	Inset Day. Staff Training.

	· Tuesday 14 April
	Back to School for Summer Term


Yours sincerely


[image: image2.jpg]



Celine Hawkins
Headteacher
�





Just to remind everyone we are holding our Easter service at All Saints Church on Thursday 26th March at 2pm and it would be very nice if as many of you as possible could join us for this end of term service. 


If you able to help with walking to and from the church, please contact the office. Parking will be available from 1.30pm on the top playground for those of you helping to walk down to the church. 








[image: image10.png]


[image: image11.png]


                                                                                                                           
[image: image12.png]


                                                                     [image: image3.png]                                       [image: image4.png]    [image: image5.png]                                                                                                         [image: image6.png]
                                                          [image: image7.jpg]
                       [image: image8.png][image: image9.jpg]

[image: image13.png]


[image: image14.png]BOUNCE-BACK BADGER

FORGIVENESS




[image: image15.png]WORLD
¥, BQOK .




[image: image16.jpg]OXFORD DIOCESAN
BOARD OF EDUCATION



[image: image17.png]Keep up to date by following us
and checking our online platforms:

Website: Twitter:
hwce.co.uk @HWCESchool
Facebook:
Facebook.com/pg/HighWycombeCofE




[image: image18.png]WOODLAND

TRUST

- 0® "_“)/
DX /27
IR
K| “,.g s ), .
R o )
7 QALY
« (MY

4

Silver Award




