
Welcome to 
Reception



Who’s Who?

Head Teacher/ DSL: Mrs 
Hawkins (Current)

Mrs Acastello (from 
September)

Assistant Head Teacher 
(KS1)/ DDSL: 

Miss Johns

Assistant Head Teacher 
(KS2)/ DDSL: 

Mrs Margerison

Chair of Governors/ 
Safeguarding Governor: 

Mrs Robertshaw



Class Teacher/ EYFS 
Lead: 

Miss Blandford

Class LSA: TBC

SENCo: 
Mr Smith

Medical Lead: 
Mrs Rever

Music Teacher/ PPA 
Cover: 

Mrs Wells



'Be Strong and Courageous'

Our School Vision and our Christian values are at the core of everything we do.
They underpin our teaching and learning, creating a loving, inclusive school 

community with a Christian ethos that enables all to be independent, confident, 
resilient learners, respectful within the school and the wider world, encouraging 

all to flourish
As a Church school, the Bible and its teaching create the inspiration for all 

aspects of our work. Our Vision is inspired by the following words from the book 
of Joshua.

Be strong and courageous: do not be afraid or discouraged for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9) NLT



Our 'Values for Living' and 
'Behaviours for Learning'
support each child on their 

journey to being strong and 
courageous in each area of 

their development.



A Big Welcome

• Starting school is a very exciting time but some children take a little longer to get 
used to new settings and routines; your child will probably be very tired over the 
first few weeks. 

• Do tell us if your child is worried or concerned about anything.

• We look forward to getting to know you and your child better over the year.



Uniform
Forest 
School:

Wellies

Socks

Waterproof 
Trousers



Expectations
Being on time
The school gates are opened at 8.30 with a soft start
The school day starts at 8.45
Children who are late will have to enter through the front of the school
Parents will have to sign their child in. This will be monitored.

Communication
If your child is going to be absent from school for the day then please ring the school in the morning to 
let us know. If you are unable to do so then you will need to write a note explaining the absence. If you 
know your child has an appointment, please bring a letter to school in advance. 
If you have any questions you can email the EYFS email or the school office.
OR you can meet with us before or after school. If you want to talk to us and feel our conversation will 
be longer than a couple of minutes we ask that you make an appointment to see us.



Rewards

Daily

We encourage the children to be helpful, kind and caring in school. Throughout the day if they display 

particularly positive behaviour they will be given dojos. At the end of the week a certificate will be 

given out for the dojo champion. We will also identify a child who has shone each week. 

Weekly

Dojo Champion and Star of the week

Half Termly

Achievement assembly – Progress, Achievement, Christian Value and Learning Behaviour



Good Behaviour Policy

Children are also able 

to move up/ down the 

behaviour chart based 

on making good 

choices. If they reach 

the top of the ladder, 

children will receive a 

scented sticker.



Medical information

• Medicines - need to be given to the office. It needs to be in its original packaging 
and named. A form will need to be completed alongside this- please see the office.

• Inhalers/ Epi pens - for your child to have an inhaler/ epi pen in school you must 
complete a health care plan so that we know when and how to give your child their 
inhaler. Please see Mrs Rever or the office for the form.

• Sickness - If your child has sickness or diarrhoea they will be required to have 48 
hours off school. The office will need to be informed.



Snack and Lunches

• Fruit Snack: Fruit snacks are provided in school, children will have a different piece 
of fruit they can choose from each day. If you wish your child to have an additional 
snack at break you provide them with 1 other fruit or vegetable snack in a clearly 
named container or bag. Any other snacks are not part of our school policy.

• Healthy packed lunch: If providing a packed lunch, please only include a balanced 
healthy lunchbox as this helps your child to concentrate in school. Chocolate and 
sweets are strongly discouraged.

• ‘Nut free’ school: Please remember we are a ‘nut free’ school. We have some 
children and adults with severe nut allergies so it is important that no nuts are sent 
into school. 

• Water: Please ensure your child has a named bottle containing water only.

• Milk: Children under five are entitled to free milk. Please see the office for a form 
alternatively register online at http://www.coolmilk.com/

http://www.coolmilk.com/


Voluntary Contribution

We ask for a small parental contribution to cover things like flour for 
play dough, ingredients for cooking or any special little bits and pieces 
that we need to enhance learning. We will send you a letter within the 
next week with further details.



Topics and Proposed Trips

Autumn Term
Topics: Super You, Super Me/ Celebrations
Trip: Little City Workshop £10

Spring Term
Topics: Brilliant Beasts/ Growing and Changing
Trip: Odds Farm Park £25

Summer Term
Topics: Traditional Tales/ Transport
Trip: Bekonscot Model Village £15



What is Early Years Foundation Stage?

The Early Years Foundation Stage (E.Y.F.S.) is the stage of education for children from 
birth to the end of the Reception year. It is based on the recognition that children 
learn best through purposeful play and active learning. 

The E.Y.F.S. has 4 guiding themes.

These are:

1 Every child is a Unique Child

2 Children learn to be strong and independent through Positive relationships

3 Children learn and develop well in Enabling Environments

4 Children Learn and Develop in different ways and at different rates.



The Prime Areas

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

Communication and Language (C&L)

Physical Development (PD)

The prime areas are our main focus for the beginning of the Reception year. As 
children grow, the prime areas are vital to help them to develop skills in the 4 
specific areas. These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s 
healthy development and future learning.



The Specific Areas

Mathematics

Literacy (Reading and Writing)

Understanding The World (UTW)

Expressive Arts and Design (EAD)

The specific areas provide a context for building on early development and 
learning beyond the prime areas. They provide essential skills and knowledge that 
support and progress young children’s interest in the world around them.



Parents as Partners

 Please check and empty book bags regularly

 Keep us informed of any changes at home

 Half Termly Newsletter

 Please name everything!

 Reading daily- we change books weekly, however books are only 
changed when reading records are kept up to date

 Stay and Play, Come and Read, Come and Share

 Opportunities for you to engage in an activity in the class e.g class 
trips, baking, Christmas decorations, Nursery Rhyme Week



Engagement Opportunities

• Phonics Workshop (Autumn/ Spring Term)

• Autumn: Stay and Play

• Spring: Come and Read

• Summer: Come and Share

• Opportunities for you to engage in a class activity e.g class trips, 
baking, Christmas decorations, Nursery Rhyme Week



Homework
Newsletter: Each half term you will receive a newsletter with suggested home learning opportunities, 

key vocabulary and useful websites. 

Reading: During the year the children will take home three books each week a ‘We Can’ book, an ‘I 

Can’ book, and a library Book. 

Phonics: Once we have assessed your children we will be setting phonics homework once a week for 

you to complete with your child- a sheet within a homework folder.

Mathseeds: Game-based maths learning. Log in details will be put into your child's reading record by 
October half term. Aim for 60 minutes a week- little and often is best!



The First Few Weeks

We are finding out what the children already know and can do and use this information to help us 
develop our plans based on their individual needs and interests.

All About Me Meetings:

We would value any contributions you would like to make in helping us get to know your child’s 
needs. One of the ways in which we do this is by having ‘All About Me’ meetings during the first 
week which will provide an opportunity for you to talk to the teacher.

Sign up sheet for this is on the table, please sign up before you go.

You will be invited to discuss  your child’s progress & adjustment to school within the first term at 
parents evening. 



Timetable
8.30-8.45am: Soft Start

8.45-9.00am: Morning Activities

9.00-9.30: Morning Input

9.30-9.45: Snack Time

9.45-11.15: Free Flow/ Guided Group Activities

11.15-11.45: Phonics

11.45-1.15pm: Lunch Time

1.15-1.45pm: Afternoon Input

1.45-2.45pm: Free Flow

2.45-3.15pm: Nursery Rhymes, Story Time



Monitoring and Assessment

• Each of the 7 areas of learning has its own set of Early Learning Goals which determine what 

most children are expected to achieve by the end of Reception Class. 

• Throughout the year we observe and monitor your child to discover how best to support them 

in their unique learning journey.

• In the final term of the year in which a child reaches age 5, an EYFS Profile must be completed 

for each child. This provides you, us and their Year One teacher with a well rounded picture of 

their knowledge, understanding and abilities, their progress against expected levels and their 

readiness for Year 1. 

• Children will also complete the Reception Baseline Assessment once they have settled in. A 

letter with more information will be sent in the Autumn Term.



Reminders

Please sign up for 'All About Me' Meetings for September

You will be able to find all other helpful information and documents on the school 
website > Parents > New Starter Packs

www.hwce.co.uk

Summer Fayre: Saturday 27th June 2026 12-2pm

http://www.hwce.co.uk


Contact Details

Office:

01494 524220

Office@highwycombecombined.bucks.sch.uk

Class Teacher/ EYFS Lead:

EYFSPhase@highwycombecombined.bucks.sch.uk

mailto:Office@highwycombecombined.bucks.sch.uk
mailto:EYFSPhase@highwycombecombined.bucks.sch.uk


Any Questions?

Around the room...

• School uniform- contact the office for second hand uniform

• 'All About Me' Meeting Sign Up Sheet


