High Wycombe Church of England Combined School
Supporting Literacy At Home

Year 5
Reading

e Ask questions about their reading; who as the main charactere What
did they do¢ Why do you think thate Would you do the same thing?e
What do you think happens nexte

e Encourage relatives and friends to give books as gifts.

e Join your local library!

e Keep an eye out for the themes that catch your child's imagination
at school - and help follow it up with more reading.

e Read all kinds of materials — stories, poems, newspaper articles,
magazines and comics.

e Talk about a character in the book — ask questions such as ‘What does
he/she look like?’, ‘What do you think they would like for breakfaste’....

e Choose an article from a newspaper and discuss it together.

e Draw a picture of a character and do a spider web brainstorm around
the picture of good describing words or phrases.

e Write a letter to a book character.

e Letthem be the teacher: you read their books and they correct you!

e Encourage and praise!!

Writing

e Play ‘Guess Who' describing games. Children could describe different
members of the family using specific words and phrases for
appearance. On the way to school who can be the first to spot an
‘emerald’ car, a ‘gigantic’ building etc. ‘I spy’ works very well for this
too!l Eg ‘I spy some thing that looks like...’

e How many words can you think of that mean the same as bige Smalle
Hote Ugly2 Write the words on cards or post-its and try and arrange
them in order of size or strength.

e Sentence pyramids. Choose a basic sentence (eg The man walked
down the lane) and extend it using how/where/why/when prompfs.

e.g.
The man walked down the lane.
The man walked slowly down the lane.
The postman walked slowly down the dusty lane.
The postman walked slowly down the dusty lane looking for his lost keys.

e Children could be encouraged to keep story ideas in their writing
journals and record any interesting describing words they have come
across in their reading, eg: ‘The castle glittered in the sunlight”.

e Ask the children to choose some interesting words from their reading
books. Can they use those in their writing?e




High Wycombe Church of England Combined School

Spelling/Phonics

Practise daily the spellings and key words that are sent home; use
them in everyday language so they become part of your child’s
vocabulary.

Useful Websites For grown ups:

hitp://www.hertsextendedschools.org.uk/abbotslangley/pdf _docs/prin
t-5s_50ways14pt.pdf
http://www.welovetoread.co.uk/parents-tips-for-reading.asp
hitp://www.literacytrust.org.uk/
http://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/viewschool/6156/favourite (You
will be asked to register as a parent and create your own account.)
hitp://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/english

For children

hitp://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4 11 /site/literacy.shiml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize /english/
http://www.woodlands-
junior.kent.sch.uk/Games/educational/literacy2.htm

http://poetryzone.woodshed.co.uk/index2.htm
http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/create/index.cfm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/english

Make your own comics: http://comiclife.com/
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