High Wycombe Combined CE School – Our Butterfly Curriculum
As part of the school’s Forest School and Outdoor Learning Curriculum, we are proud to be championing conservation issues in our local environment – both on our school grounds and further afield in areas of High Wycombe and other parts of Buckinghamshire.
Working closely in partnership with Chiltern Rangers, we have devised a curriculum whereby each class in school will learn about – and have responsibility for – the wellbeing of a range of butterfly species. This will enable pupils to develop their knowledge of the environment and the importance of conservation. It is our intention that this will help pupils to become caretakers of the environment and develop an appreciation of the wonderful world which God has provided. We hope that this will create a generation of conservationists who will help to make our world a better place for generations to come.
Each class will study 2 butterflies (in many cases, one ‘common’ butterfly and one that is considered to be ‘endangered’) as part of the Science curriculum and our Courageous Advocacy approach, various tasks will be undertaken by each class throughout the academic year. In our school grounds, we have created areas where each class can cultivate and maintain species of food plants for their given butterfly species. Pupils will develop their learning each year and our grounds will be enriched with growth of plants which we hope will bring butterfly species to our environment. In addition, transplanting will take place in order for cultivated plants to be planted further afield.
Butterflies play an important part in our environment. As pollinators, they enable the growth of plant-life, which we hope will replenish the loss of species of wildflowers and develop wildflower meadows which have been lost due mainly to the impact of human activity and climate change.
The decline of Britain’s butterflies throughout the last century, and particularly since the Second World War has been dramatic and is a cause for great concern. Britain and Ireland have very few butterflies compared with the rest of Europe – just 59 species compared with 440 species on the continent. The plight of larger species of animal (generally mammals) is usually the focus when it comes to conservation but it is important that we do not ignore the smaller creatures that provide beauty in our world and carry out a valuable role.
We hope that all partners of the school (staff, pupils, governors, parents and those in the wider community) will support us in our butterfly curriculum and will do all they can to provide encouragement and enthusiasm for the learning and development of our children. 
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Reception
	Holly Blue 
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	Large White Cabbage
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	Food Plant
	Food Plant
	

	
	Holly Bush
	Cabbage & Nasturtiums
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Year 1
	Red Admiral
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	Common Blue
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	Food Plant
	Food Plant
	

	
	Nettle
	Bird’s Foot Trefoil
	

	
	Butterflies
	Year 2 Activities/Information

	





Year 2
	Brimstone
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	Duke of Burgundy
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	Food Plant
	Food Plant
	

	
	Buckthorn/Alder Buckthorn
	Cowslip
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	Year 3 Activities/Information

	





Year 3
	Orange Tip
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	Adonis Blue
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	Food Plant
	Food Plant
	

	
	Garlic Mustard
	Kidney Vetch
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	Year 4 Activities/Information

	








Year 4
	White Letter Hairstreak
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	Black Hairstreak
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Brown Hairstreak
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	Food Plant
	Food Plant
	

	
	Wych Elm
	Blackthorn
	

	
	Butterflies
	Year 5 Activities/Information

	Year 5
	Speckled Wood
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	Meadow Common Blue
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	Food Plant
	Food Plant
	

	
	Grasses
	Wild & Cultivated Strawberry
	

	
	Butterflies
	Year 6 Activities/Information

	Year 6
	Peacock
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	Green Hairstreak
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	Food Plant
	Food Plant
	

	
	Nettle
	Bird’s Foot Trefoil
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